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Foreword
By Ai Xiaozheng
Ingo Baumgarten has been the first artist selected for the "Migrant Bird
Program Residency Program”, and held already an exhibition at the United
Art Museum in February -March 2017.Two years later, he came again to stay
at Wuhan Creative Capital for a three-month art artist residency. In order to
show the results of this residency to the public, United Art Museum and
Wuhan Creative Capital once again invited him to hold the exhibition titled
“something behind” in the public area on the third floor of the Art Museum.

This exhibition brings together over 30 pieces of Ingo’s oil paintings and



works on paper.

For Ingo Baumgarten, Wuhan is a foreign place with many amazing and
interesting things attracting his attention, inspiring his creation. Since
Baumgarten is always inspired by details of everyday-life, he also during his
residency reflects on and expresses specific details of the architectural spaces
and ordinary things he observes. From his works, it is not difficult to find that
the German artist’s works are delicate, dreamy yet real. He leaves various
opportiunities to the spactartor for own interpretation, and maybe even to
discover hidden meanings, and the irritation that vagueness produces, might
throw back to reflections about different cultural backgrounds.

The exhibition is divided into two parts: the first part consists of oil paintings,
created by Ingo Baumgarten in Wuhan. As a super-large modern city under
construction in central China, Wuhan impresses him most with the huge
construction sites everywhere. Besides, the Creative Capital Park and its
surrounding buildings such as Creative Capital, artist studio, equipments for
subway construction like portal crane, and landscapes of Nanhu Lake, etc.
also inspire his creations. The second part consists of 15 works on paper,
which are mainly his daily sketching work in Wuhan and some research
sketches. Drawing is the basis of creation, and is necessary for him to have a
deep understanding of the city of Wuhan. It's also of great importance for the
audience to understand the works created by the artist in Wuhan. This

exhibition titled “something behind” aims for a unique and effective display



through the combination of preparatory sketches and works. It is a
systematic review and summary of Ingo’s three-month creative activity in
Wuhan. “something behind” is presented to the audience in an intimate and
vivid exhibition format, with concerns and reflections on the real space
environment and life events. In his own text for the exhibition, Ingo
Baumgarten said that “"Spectator can just see the surface. Everything beyond,
the spectator has to assume (deduce, derive), without that things are really
certain. therefore the findings especially about artworks keep some
vagueness [ ambiguity”. Indeed, Baumgartens exhibition hopes that the
audience in Wuhan can resonate with him based on their own personal
feelings about their surrounding. While appreciating the art works, art and life
approaches, The intimacy of Ingo Baumgarten'’s “something behind” achieves
a deeper understanding and stimulates their interest in Ingo Baumgarten’s
works and contemporary art.

(The author is the curator)



